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Abstract:  
Research on inclusive education has contributed greatly to advance the implementation thereof 
in basic education systems globally. This has led to an increase in students with learning disabil-
ities entering higher education institutions (HEI). There is an emerging body of knowledge on the 
experiences of students with learning disabilities at university.   
This research focused on the experiences of students with Specific Learning Disabilities (SLDs) at 
a South African university. A qualitative case study, guided by Vygotsky’s social cultural theory 
(SCT) was employed. Data was collected through an online background survey and semi-struc-
tured interviews.  Thematic qualitative content analysis was used to analyse collected data sys-
tematically.  
The major findings suggest that although universities have policies and structures of support for 
students with SLD, there are several factors that impede on equal meaningful education for stu-
dents with SLD. The hidden nature of SLD contributes significantly to exacerbate exclusion from 
full access and participation in teaching and learning. In conclusion, authentic inclusion of stu-
dents with SLDs requires improved awareness of institutional support structures as well as an 
inclusive pedagogical stance from lecturers. 
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