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Abstract:  

DEATH and LIFE are highly abstract concepts and prevalent in languages worldwide. Cross-

linguistic studies (e.g., Gathigia et al., 2018) suggest that such abstract concepts might be em-

bodied dissimilarly in different languages. Since the examination of these concepts has not re-

ceived sufficient attention, this study aims to identify and compare how these highly abstract con-

cepts are metaphorically represented and embodied across different cultures. Therefore, this 

study investigates German, Persian, and English. The data is collected from an equal number of 

participants in each language (n = 90). The participants are provided with three experiments to 

investigate how two highly abstract concepts of DEATH and LIFE are embodied across cultures. 

In the first experiment, the participants are administered a test to associate basic features to these 

three highly abstract concepts if available in their languages. Every answer is ideally supposed 

to be supported by personal justifications. In Experiment 2, the participants are administered a 

psycholinguistic test of prototypicality, based on the items in Experiment 1. A list of essential items 

is employed to assess the prototypicality of some concepts or objects. For instance, to see what 

item (e.g., related to materials, directions, color, or action) is the prototype of love across cultures. 

In Experiment 3, the participants rate the sensory motor norms and body action effectors (similar 

to Lynott et al., 2014) on the concepts of DEATH and LIFE. The data of this study suggest that 

within the languages of a certain cultural heritage, there might be some similarity between the 

valences of words that are used to realize a given conceptual metaphor (abstract concept). Re-

sults show a significant association between languages (cultures) and the embodiment of DEATH 

and LIFE.  
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